
 
 
 

September 1, 2016 

 

 

 

Greetings in Christ’s name! 

 

 

 

The events of the past days on the Standing Rock Reservation are heavy on my mind.  I am 

worried about those who call the reservation home.  I worry about those who live near the 

reservation, some who are concerned for safety.  I worry about law enforcement officers called 

to duty to keep the area safe.  In the midst of it all I cry, “Lord have mercy.” 

 

A court ruling concerning the pipeline is expected Friday, September 9th.  I am especially 

concerned about that day.  Whatever the court rules emotions have the chance of running high. 

 

This morning I met with Scott Davis, Indian Affairs Commissioner for the state of North Dakota.  

He has been with Standing Rock Leaders, met with them and listened to them.  He speaks with 

deep respect for the way the Seven Nations have gathered in deep prayer.  His request to me was 

that we be people of prayer as well. 

 

Out of that conversation I am asking that you invite members of your congregations to pray.  I 

invite you to pray that peace would rule in the midst of this situation.  I ask that you pray for the 

tribal leaders who themselves are in prayer – help them be strong voices for peace and that all 

who are present would head their call to peace. Pray for tribal members who are seeking peaceful 

ways that their voices be heard.  Pray for law enforcement officers, called to duty, who at times 

have been forced to show incredible restraint and grace.  Pray for the families of law 

enforcement officers who wait, wonder and worry.  Pray for God’s wisdom in the midst of a 

conversation which is grounded in concerns of what it means to be good stewards of God’s 

creation.  Pray to God for those things we don’t even realize are at play in this situation. 

 

 

Blessings to you as you serve faithfully. 

 

 

Rev. Mark Narum 

Serving as Bishop of the Western North Dakota Synod - ELCA  

 

 


